












Being a Blender

In early 2005 The Blenders decided that they just might have 
the “X Factor” and auditi oned for this popular television 
series. With only 65 members able to take the ti me off  work 
to ‘stand in line’ at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre, this 
number auditi oning as ‘a group’ sti ll proved overwhelming for 
the producers. Aft er their performance The Blenders received 
a standing ovati on from all three judges, Mark Holden, Kate 

Cebrano and John Reid. The producers and the judges were 
so impressed, they invited The Blenders to be part of the live 
show when it went to air. 

Even though The Blenders did not qualify for ‘lockdown’ they 
were part of the behind-the-scenes show called The Extra 
Factor, which aired weekly just before the main program. The 

Blenders, sponsored by MacDonalds and 
Atlas Transport travelled to Melbourne. For 
fi ve days they wowed people in the streets 
of Melbourne, at Federati on Square, Ronald 
MacDonald House and even in their hotel, 
before appearing on live nati onal television, 
on one of the highest rati ng shows at the 
ti me. 

The next morning they were invited to 
sing once again on live nati onal television 
on “Good Morning Australia” with Bert 
Newton. So from the rooft op of the channel 
ten studios in Melbourne, The Blenders 
once again hit the heights.

The Blenders were thrilled to perform 
in the debut show of Batt le of the 
Choirs.
Although they did not sing what 
you would expect from Australia’s 
champion barbershop chorus – the 
Blenders impressed the judges enough 
to be put through to the next round 
with a moving renditi on of Michael 
Jackson’s Man in the Mirror and then 
having some fun with their secti on of 
the medley  - Kylie’s – Spinning Around.
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Being a Blender

Competi ti ons
The Blenders regularly compete in competi ti ons, including the Sunshine Region (Queensland) held yearly, nati onal (AAMBS) every two years and 
Pan Pacifi c every four years. This not only provides an ideal stage to present their unique style, but hones the skill of every member to become 
the best performer they can be.
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Australian Champions
1993 - 2007

Pan-Pacifi c Champions
2000 and 2004

Every two years, a nati onal competi ti on is 
held. It is in diff erent state each ti me and 
hosted by an AAMBS choruses from that 
state. The fi rst nati onal competi ti on was 
held on the Gold Coast in 1991 and was 
hosted by the Blenders in in that inaugural 
year were placed second to Perth chorus 
Men in Harmony. 

In the years to follow, The Blenders have 
att ended every nati onal competi ti on and 
since 1993 have won the nati onal ti tle eight 
ti mes.

In October 2004 The Blenders travelled 
to Christchurch, New Zealand to defend 
their ti tle as Pan Pacifi c chorus champions. 
Having won the ti tle four years earlier in 
Melbourne some detractors suggested that 
it couldn’t be done again, this ti me away 
from home turf in another country. So with 
an almost 70 strong conti ngent – mostly 
self funded, The Blenders made their way 
across the Tasman. 
The competi ti on was hotly contested 
by other choruses from Australia, New 
Zealand, Hawaii and Japan. The Blenders 
won the ti tle again and all of their hard 
work and professional approach to 
rehearsals paid off . 



Being a Blender

Community 

The Blenders regularly perform at 
citi zenship ceremonies on 
the Gold Coast and at various other 
community functi ons. 

They provide many quartets and mini-
choruses to sing at nursing homes and 
reti rement villages around the Gold Coast 
on mother’s day. 

 
The Gold Coast Hospital also regularly 
sees The Blenders at Christmas ti me 
singing throughout the wards and 
providing much needed good cheer.

 

The Blenders were thrilled recently to 
perform the Nati onal Anthem a a Gold 
goast Blaze versus Melbourne Tigers NBL 
basketball match. 
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Youth Program
A schools singing program initi ated by 
The Blenders throughout South East 
Queensland was implemented in the 
late 1990’s and is in full swing today. 
Chorus members provide training to 
school students, free of charge. This 
program is now available for other schools 
throughout Australia and with assistance 
from The Blenders; the art of four part, a 
cappella singing is spreading across the 
country.

Training
Rehearsals provide training to fi ne tune 
the presentati on of every song. A weekend 
away with expert coaches  at a training 
camp is lots of fun for the Blenders and 
their families.

Support Team
The Blenders owe much of their success 
to the support provided to them by 
dedicated wives, partners and families. 
The Blenders Support Team arranges 
much needed fund raising events and 
provides supper each rehearsal. They also 
assist at concerts and competi ti on with 
wardrobe, staging, and many other tasks. 
Family members are invited to join the 
support team as it is a great way to enjoy 
a wonderful hobby together.

Recogniti on
Each year during December and January 
the Blenders take a break for six to 
eight weeks. The traditi onal Christmas 
party is the offi  cial break up and family 
and friends are also invited to help the 
Blenders celebrate their achievements 
throughout the year. This is also where 
individual club members are recognised 
for their contributi ons with many awards 
being presented. The party is oft en a 
fancy dress event with members really 
getti  ng into the spirit of the event.
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